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The high Eritrean refugee influx continues  
Although at a slightly decreased rate compared to previous months, large numbers of 
Eritrean refugees continued to cross the Ethiopian border into Tigray region. During the 
first two weeks of January, UNHCR and ARRA registered more than 1,400 Eritreans at 
the Endabaguna transit center near Shire, bringing the total number of Eritrean refugees 
to more than 125,000. The last quarter of 2014 saw Eritrean refugees arriving at a 
monthly average of 5,000 people.  Before the spike in the number of arrivals in October 
2014, the rate was steady at a monthly average of 800 to 1000 people between 2010 and 
2012, and an average of 2,000 refugee arrivals from March 2013 to September 2014.  
 
The influx of late 2014 congested the reception center and resulted in shortages of 
shelter in the camps. UNHCR and ARRA, with support from IOM, are decongesting the 
reception center by expediting the relocation of the new arrivals to the camps. To date, 
IOM transported more than 2,800 new Eritrean refugees from Endabaguna transit center 
to the camps. Last week, the Humanitarian Response Fund supported two NRC projects 
worth US$1.2 million for emergency shelter, core relief items and livelihoods support for 
Eritrean refugees in Shire. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 

 
23,646 people require water trucking support in Nogob zone 
From 10 to 17 January, the Somali Region Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 
Bureau (DPPB) sent an inter-agency rapid assessment team to gauge the level of 
humanitarian need in Legahida and Salahad woredas of Nogob zone, Somali region. The 
team identified nearly 24,000 people (4,000 households) in four kebeles in Legahida 
woreda and five kebeles in Salahad woreda requiring emergency water trucking support. 
The team also advised the construction of permanent water supply schemes and the 
distribution of water purification chemicals. The Somali WaSH Taskforce will discuss the 
team’s findings and ways forward. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 

National TFP admissions increased by 4 per cent in November 
In November 2014, the national admissions of severely malnourished children (SAM) to 
Therapeutic Feeding Programs (TFP) increased by 4 per cent from 22,955 admissions 
registered in October to 23,884 admissions in November (over 86 per cent reporting in 
both months). The November 2014 admissions were 24.6 per cent higher than the 
admissions during the same time last year, and 10 per cent higher after factoring the 
difference in the number of TFP reporting sites in both years.   
 
The increase was largely due to a 22 per cent increase in TFP admissions in Oromia 
region, from 10,424 admissions in October to 12,732 admissions in November (82 per 
cent reporting). The increase was associated with household food insecurity in some of 
the woredas in the drought-affected zones, including East and West Hararge and the 
CHD screening and the polio campaign conducted in most zones of the region during the 
month. The Oromia TFP caseload accounted for 53 per cent of the national caseload in 
November. After factoring the 37 per cent increase in the number of TFP sites between 
2013 and 2014, the November 2014 admissions in Oromia were 23.7 per cent higher 
than the admissions during the same time last year. Conversely, TFP admissions in 
November decreased by 7.2 per cent in Amhara, by 8.1 per cent in Afar and by 10 per 
cent in SNNP regions.  
 
The Regional Emergency Nutrition Coordination Units (RENCU) and nutrition partners 
finalized 21 bi-annual nutrition surveys in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and 
Tigray regions. The report will be shared with MANTF members by the end of the month 
following review and quality checks by the Federal ENCU/DRMFSS. For more 
information, contact isaack.manyama1@gmail.com 
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